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radiant majesty as mirrored on their surface ; and scarcely
recks as yet of the glories awaiting her in the Olympus of
nations.'

In this picturesque manner did Lord Dufferin (who
had never been an effective parliamentarian) become
one of the most resounding of imperial orators. Nor
is it surprising that having won the confidence of
Canada and fired her imagination, his departure in
August, 1878, should have been celebrated with
universal regret.

(4)

In the intervals of his arduous duties at Ottawa,
Lord Dufferin found time to pay several visits to the
United States. It cannot be said that he was ever
inspired by passionate enthusiasm for the American
Idea. He appreciated their kindness, he admired their
enterprise and he was touched by their courtesy. Yet
he was unable to respond with any warm impulse to
their doctrine of egalitarianism. ' Monotony/ he
wrote after a visit to Boston, * is the incubus of this
continent *. ' Already/ he wrote to Lord Carnarvon,
c the social, political and intellectual monotony which
pervades America is very oppressive; and one shudders
to think of this gigantic area becoming possessed by
an enormous population of units as indistinguishable
from one another as peas in their habits of thought
and conduct.*

Lady Dufferin, on the other hand, much enjoyed
her visits to the United States. She appreciated the
hotels and was in particular much impressed by the
Palmer House at Chicago: